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Lieutenant-Governorship, for he was a man of great
ability and experience, and in all other respects tho-
roughly fitted for the position. We all anticipated that
the answer to the despatch announcing Mr. Colvin's death
would bring the news of his appointment. The arrival
of this answer was long delayed, for the movements of
the Indore mutineers had interrupted the communica-
tions. When it came the contents were not what we
had expected. Mr. Eeade was not made Lieutenant-
Governor. That office was for the time put in abeyance,
and ColSnel Fraser placed in supreme authority under
the title of Chief Commissioner.
Colonel Fraser had taken a leading part in the
disputes that had occurred at the commencement of the
disturbances. His elevation to power, while it gratified
those who had held similar opinions, occasioned not a
little anxiety to those who had made themselves pro-
minent on the other side, especially to such of tliem
as Vere expecting promotion. It was also generally
supposed that Colonel Fraser would inaugurate a new
policy.
Neither these fears nor these anticipations were
realised. Colonel Fraser was of too noble a nature to
remember former differences, and he was indisposed on
many accounts to make alterations, chiefly because he
felt that he no longer possessed the energy to carry
them out. He was advanced in life, and already stricken
with the first approaches of the malady to which before
many months had passed he succumbed. He took his
advancement very quietly, assuming none of the state of
his new position, not even changing his quarters. Each
morning, attended by a single servant, he repaired to
Mr. Colvin's apartments; there he transacted the
Government business, what little there was, returning
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